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La  Crosse,  La  Crescent— the  Cro8o  first,  the  Creaoent  later— 
opposite  to  each  other — opposed  to  each  other.  Early  in  its  hiBtory,  the 
Crescent  hoped  to  rival  or  perhaps  supplant  the  Cross,  and  keep  the 
mighty  stream  along  its  own  banks  and  wharves  and  busy  life;— not  having 
.  read  the  book  of  Poreordination.  It  wa3  during  that  era  of  hope,  though 
hope  deferred,  that  TJivine  Providence  used  Malarial  Pever,  at  Spencer 
Aoadeiny,  to  drive  to  Minnesota— far-famed,  healthful  Minnesota— one  of 
the  chief  aotors  in  the  early  building  up  of  his  kingdom  hereaway. 

Landing  at  Winona,  persuaded  by  Mr.  Lyon  to  settle  permanently  for  six 
months  in  the  booming  and  prospective  city  of  La  Cresoent— the  symbol  of 
Islam— Sheldon  Jackson  began.  He  kept  on  beginning.  That  has  been  his 
life  work.  Some  years  later  we  see  him  beginning  further  west.  Next 
he  is  beginning  among  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Then  he  goes  to  Alaska  and 
keeps  on  beginning.  He  will  oontinue  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  And  when  earth  shall  cover  his  clay  with  other  clay,  let  his 
epitaph  be,— "Here  at  last  rests  the  Beginner."—  Little  of  stature  but 
earnest  in  spirit,  like  another  Zacoheus,  he  was  ever  running  ahead  of 
the  crowd,  climbing  a  hill,  scaling  a  mountain,  following  a  valley, 
opening  a  school-house,  to  see  Jesus— who  he  was,  and  what  he  would  do 
for  these  faraway  western  people.  He  was  constantly  seraching  out  the 
land,  sowing  beside  all  waters,  organizing  beside  all  railroads. — Too 
rr-uch  of  it |  do  you  say?—  Organized  too  much?  The  hunter  doeB  not 
grudge  a  lost  shot  now  and  then,  if  he  yet  bags  abundance  of  game.  0, 
for  more  Jacksons  to  follow  up  Jackson,  to  build  up  what  he  began l  . 


If  subsequent  ministers  had  had  more  of  hia  faith  and  zeal  and  toil,  may 
be  Brownsville,  and  Minnereska,  and  Rushford,  and  Richland,  and  Austin, 


and  Sheldon,  and  PlRinview,  and  Utica,  and  Taopi,  and  Dresser  Valley, 
and  RollingBtone ,  would  never  have  been  dropped  from  our  Roll}  and 
Eyota,  and  St.  Charles,  and  Waseoa,  and  Janesville,  and  Fillmore,  and 

"if 

Stewartville,  would  never  have  been  Riven  over  to  other  denominations. 


,,v  May  bei 

Mr.  Jackson  found  one  scattered  Presbyterian  at  La  Crescent.  It  was  , 
not  long  till  he  organized  him--and  some  others.  The  church  was  formed 
Leo.  2fi,  with  six  members,  the  election  of  officers  beinpr  held  at  a 
later  day.  Mr.  Jackson’s  sdlary  the  first  year  was  three' hundred 

.Vt.  ' 

dollars,  paid  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  0.  S.  His  six  months 
settlement,  multiplied  into  sixty  months,  resulted  in  a  comfortable  church 


building,  and  a  membership  of  forty-seven  souls;-- and  the  whole  region 
for  twenty,  thirty,  forty  miles  or  more,  repeatedly  traversed,  usually 
on  foot,  our  little  circuit-walker  often  taking  no  horse— and  remember 
it  took  more  than  mille  pasouam  of  Sheldon  Jackson* b  to  make  a  mile-- 
every  neighborhood  sought  out,  the  gospel  of  Salvation  preached  with 
burning  fervor  in  every  town  and  hamlet,  every  Presbyterian  discovered, 
and  a  church  organized  wherever  two  or  three  of  the  faith  could  be  got 
together  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Take  a  specimen  brick  from  the  House 
of  his  labors:  On  Sabbath  morning  he  preached  in  the  home  ohurch  in 
La  Crescent,  in  the  evening  at  Hokah  or  Brownsville,  Monday  he  travelled 
to  Houston  and  preached  in  the  evening,  Tuesday  evening  at  Sheldon, 


Wednesday  evening  at  Rushford,  Thursday  evening  at  Caledonia,  Friday  he 
returned  home,  and  on  that  day  and  Saturday  ohopped  wood  to  last  his 
wife  another  week.  Then  on  Sabbath  he  began  to  cirssuit  again,  varying 
it  f ’~om  time  to  time,  to  carry  the  word  of  life  to  every  dark  oorner. 


3. 


The  recital  of  such  a  history  recalls  the  marvels  of  the  heroic  age,  when 
r;men  for  the  love  of  Christ  would  undergo  any  labor,  or  suffer  any 
•persecution,  "so  they  might  finish  their  course  with  Joy,  and  the 
ministry  which  they  had  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the 
,-gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  Wh?<t  a  new  and  living  commentary  it  gives 
to  the  marching  orders  of  the  Christian  minist-y,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  hr.  Jackson  seemed  +  o 
'  think  it  m  ant  Just  that.  But  what  time  could  he  have  for  the  prepara- 
"tion  of  sermons?  Go  and  try  it  once,  my  young  brother;  and  you  will  seej 
never  read  that  last  command  in  the  light  of  modern  revision,  "Go 
-.....-•into  the  largest  congregations,  and  preaoh  the  grandest  sermons  you  can 
writei"  His  head  and  his  heart  were  full  of  the  gospel,  and  its  glowing 
trust ha  were  cast  into  orderly  form  for  sermons  while  on  his  solitary 
Journeys.  Ills  saddle  was  his  study,  or  oftener  his  boots!  Some  of  these  , 
* preaching  tours  extended  as  far  west  as  Jackson,  and  some  as  far  easfc 
as  Galesburg,  Hixton,  North  Bend,  and  Black  River  Balls.  At  that  time, 

,  ,  he  and  the  churches  he  organized  were  in  connection  with  the  Presbytery 
of  Chippewa,  which  extended  a  little  west  of  the  Mississippi.  During 
those  years,  and  subsequently  while  at  Rochester,  he  organized  or 
assisted  in  organizing  twenty-two  ohurches;  of  which  the  greater  part 

remain  to  this  present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep. 

' ...  '  : 

V*  •  ’  .  •  •  •  •  > 

Dage  17--1864.  "The  house  of  worship  of  the  Rochester  ohurch  and 
;W-:  the  Manse  were  begun  during  this  year,  completed  the  following  year,  and 
dedicated  the  first  Sabbath  of  January,  1866.  The  means  to  build  were 
secured,  in  large  part,  in  the  east,  by  Mr .  Jackson,  who  as  beggar  was 
almost  equal  to,  Jackson  as  organizer*” 


4* 


Page  18—1866.  "The  ohurch  of  Kasson  takes  Its  beginning,  formed 

/ 

by  Jaokson  the  irrepressible,  assisted  by  Elder  Newhall,  of  Ashland.  The 

Tw/lV  •  \  ti. i  ■>.  v.  ; 

organization  consisted  of  three  members— all  women— two  elder  and  one 
younger.  The  two  elders  formed  a  quorum.  This  was  in  May,  A  month 
later  two  others  were  added  to  their  number,  whether  men  or  women  is  not 

T:vv4.  jp 

recorded,  ^hat  matters  it?  In  heaven  they  are  equal  to  the  angels. 


Page  21 — 18fi8.  "....Jackson  the  unquenchable,  now  at  Rochester, 

having  figured  that  Rushford  was  territorially  in  the  bounds  of  Southern 

iH  ,  ...  .  % 

innesota,  came  down  like  another  shepherd  on  the  fold— for  how  should 
a  ohuroh  be  organized  here  away  without  Jaokson?  The  church  was  born  in 
that  upper  room,  and  pronounced  an  infant  of  Southern  Minnesota 
Presbytery." 


Benjamin  Harrison, 

674  North  Delaware  St. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.  Dec . 4th, 1888. 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jack  son, D. D. 

Sitka, Alaska. 

My  Dear  Sir:- 

Your  letter  of  Nov. 16th  has  been  received,  and 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  friendly  congrat¬ 
ulations.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  give  especial 
attention  to  any  appointments  that  I  may  be  called  upon 
to  make  for  Alaska. 


Very  truly  yours, 

BENJ  HARRISON. 


HENRY  E.  HAYDON, 
Clerk,  Ex-Officio  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 
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Cl :re  Ipresbuterran  Cljurdj  in  %  Enrich  states  of  America, 


[Station  D  ] 


53  Fifth,  Avervne,  Few  Fork. 


Dictated-  March  6,  1888 

I 

Rev.  She  Irion  Jackson,  D.D. 


Car lis le ,  Pa. 

Dear  Brother  Jackson:- 

Since  you  went  away  we  have  been 

canvassing  the  matter  of  surveys  of  our  mission  property  in  Alaska 
and  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  just  now  it  would  not  be 

i 

wise  to  send  anybody  to  Sitka  to  survey  our  lot  there.  We  are 
afraid  that  it  would  make  trouble. 

Now,  if  we  purchased  tur-veyi ng  instruments  at  a  cost  of 
$18.00  or  $80.00  could  not  you  and  Mr. Kelly  some  morning  when  the 
:tee  is  on  and  before  tire  people  are  astir,  run  the  necessary  lines 
from  the  main  buildings  out  towards  the  mountains?  I  think  it 
could  be  done  quietly  and  without  attracting  attention.  If  you 

aA' 

put  a  stone  or  a  post  well  driven  into  the  ground,  leaving  but  a 
few  inches  above,'  at  about  every  40  or  80  rods  they,  we  think^/will 
be  sufficient  to  mark  our  claim. 

Wo  are  a  little  afraid  about  having  a  surveyor  go  the  re.  At 
other  places  any  trouble  from  the  natives  is  not  to  be  feared.  If 
you  approve  of  this  telegraph  mo  and  we  will  take  the  steps  neces¬ 
sary  to  purchase  the  instruments  at  once.  We  feel  that  it  is  very 
important  to  keep  everything  quiet  at  Sitka;  hence  the  extra  cau- 


©^USTEBS. 


David  M.  Weston,  Boston,  Mass.,  President. 

C.  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop,  Me.,  Vice-President. 
Julius  J.  Estey,  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Treasurer. 

D.  L.  Moody,  Northtield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Moody,  Northtield,  Mass. 

H.  N.  F.  Marshall,  Northtield,  Mass. 
George  F.  Moody,  Northtield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Moody,  Northtield,  Mass. 

H.  M.  Moore,  Boston,  Mass. 

W.  S.  Houghton,  Boston,  Mass. 

Frank  Wood,  Boston,  Mass. 

James  Talcott,  New  York  City. 

F.  A.  Palmer,  New  York  City. 

Hiram  Camp,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Rev.  George  F.  Pentecost,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Ira  D.  Sankey,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

D.  W.  McWilliams,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Franklin  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 


HO^TCHFIELD,  MASS. 
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David  M.  Weston,  Boston,  Mass.,  President. 

C.  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop,  Me.,  Vice-President . 
Julius  J.  Estey,  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Treasurer. 

D.  L.  Moody,  Northfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Moody,  Northfield,  Mass. 

H.  N.  F.  Marshall,  Northfield,  Mass. 
George  F.  Moody,  Northfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Moody,  Northfield,  Mass. 

H.  M.  Moore,  Boston,  Mass. 

W.  S.  Houghton,  Boston,  Mass. 

Frank  Wood,  Boston,  Mass. 

James  Talcott,  New  York  City. 

F.  A.  Palmer,  New  York  City. 

Hiram  Camp,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Rev.  George  F.  Pentecost,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Ira  D.  Sankey,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

D.  W.  McWilliams,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Franklin  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 


NORTHFIELD,  MASS. 
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To  the 

Jan. 11th, 1888. 

Honorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Hon.  &  Dear  Sir: 

Washington,D.C . 

• 

Last  Spring  we  received  a  request  from  your  Office 
through  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education  requesting  us  to  de¬ 
fray  a  portion  of. the  support  of  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  U.  S.  General 
Agent  of  Education  in  Alaska. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  our  Board  gave  him  a  Com 


mission.  Now  that  he  is  East, 

he  can  be  of  service  to  us  during 

the  winter  months  and  we  would 

respectfully  request  you  to  extend 

his  leave  of  absence  until  the 

last  of  March. 

Very  truly  yours, &c  . 

Henry  Kendall, 

Wm.  Irvin, 

Sec  retari es . 


(jQlas-  9-*  CLi~YforydjL^c&£^ 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication  and  sJ^bath-school  Work, 


Rev.  James  A.  Worden,  d.  D., 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SABBATH-SCHOOL  WORK 


[Station  D.] 


Ore  ||resbgtermn  Ojurdj  m  %  Hnitctr  stales  of  America, 


OF 


53  mftK  Ayervue.,  JSTew  J5or?c. 


In  the  matter  of  the  overtures  to  the  General  Assembly 


from  two  of  the  Presbyteries  in  the  Indian  Territory  (Cherokee  and 
Muskogee)  "asking  the  Assembly  to  take  action  defining  the  sphere 
and  functions  of  a  Synodical  Missionary,  and  also  his  relations  to 
the  schools  established  by  the  Board,  and  likewise  the  relations 
of  the  Presbytery  and  its  ministers  to  these  schouls  and  their 
teachers,"  and  which  overtures  were  referred  to  tie  Board  of  Home 
Missions  by  tie  Gene  ral  Assembly,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adop  ted . 

RESOLVED-  That  the  sphere  and  functions  of  the  Synodical 
Missionary  was  settled  by  action  of  tie  General  Assembly,  (  see 
Minutes  1883,  page  644.) 

RESOLVED-  That  the  successful  management  of  tie  school  work  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  requires  its  direct  control  by  the 
Board,  and  that  the  relation  of  ministers  is  advisory;  and  that 
therefore,  that  whoever  is  appointed  by  t  he  Board  to  superintend 
such  school  work  shall  have  entire  control  subject  to  this  Board. 

The  above  minute  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  at 
its  meeting  held  December  18,  1888. 


71  Bible  House,  N.Y.  Dec. 19th, 1888. 


I  hope  you  can  accept  the  position  to  which  you 
have  been  elected  by  the  American  Sabbath  Union,  as 
shown  by  Blue  mark  on  enclosed  proof,  which  will  also 
explain  our  purpose  and  plan.  The  officers  in  New  York 
and  vicinity  whose  names  appear  on  the  list,  have  all  a 
cepted.  Please  indicate  by  an  early  mail  whether  you 
can  do  so. 

Truly  yours, 

J.  H.  KNOWLES, 

General  Secretary. 

Col.  Elliott  P.  Shepard, 

Pre  sident . 

The  Field  Secretary,  Rev.  Wilbur  P.  Crafts,  joins  in 
urging  your  acceptance.  Your  duties  will  be  light, but 
the  help  of  your  name  will  be  real.  He  hopes  to  call 
on  you  for  counsel,  in  some  of  his  lecture  tours. 


U.  S.  Deputy  Surveyor 
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